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Singapore ranks 24th
in global health index
(Left) SPCA Executive Director Jaipal
Singh Gill. (Above) Acres Deputy Chief
Executive Kalai Vanan Balakrishnan.

Republic less prepared than regional neighbours in dealing with a pandemic
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When it comes to how prepared
countries are for major infectious disease outbreaks, Singapore ranks far below Thailand
and Malaysia, and only slightly
higher than Indonesia, according to The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU).
The EIU’s Global Health Security Index released last Friday
found that no country is fully prepared for a pandemic. And only
13 countries in the world, including Thailand and South Korea,
are categorised as “most prepared”.
Singapore, ranked 24th out of
195 countries, falls into the next
category of nations that are
“more prepared” for such outbreaks.
The US was ranked first, followed by Britain and the Netherlands.
The study looks at six categories – prevention, detection,
response, health system, commitment to improve, and vulnerability to biological threats –
and assesses preparedness
through 140 related questions.
The area that pulled Singapore’s scores down was its commitment to improving national
capacity, financing and adherence to norms.
For this, it was placed in the
bottom half, at 101.
It scored best for its ability to
rapidly respond to and mitigate
the spread of an epidemic, standing 11th in the world.
At the other extreme, it
received zero marks for crossborder agreements on public
and animal health emergencies,
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communication with healthcare
workers during an emergency,
exercising response plans and,
under the prevention section,
the “dual-use of research and
culture of responsible science”.
Thailand was the only nonhigh income country to make it

to the top tier, beating countries
like Sweden and Denmark with
its sixth-place ranking.
The report gave the example
of how Thailand was able to stop
the Middle East respiratory syndrome (Mers) from spreading in
2015.
Mers affected 186 people in
South Korea and killed 38.
In June 2015, Thailand confirmed and immediately notified the World Health Organisation (WHO) that it had an
imported case.
The report said: “Thailand
was able to stop its first Mers
case – and each subsequent confirmed case – with no further
spread.
“Thailand’s success in identifying and stopping Mers is just
one example of both the value of
health security capacity building and the critical role that a
strong healthcare system can
play in stopping outbreaks at the
source.”
The health index took 2½
years to finalise, and involved
more than 100 researchers and
reviewers.
When asked for a comment,
the Ministry of Health said the
WHO had last year “agreed that
Singapore has demonstrated
strong leadership and a highly
developed capacity to detect
and respond to potential public
health emergencies”.
The spokesman added: “Nevertheless, we will continue to
strengthen our capabilities to
prevent, detect and respond
promptly and effectively to public health threats, and address
any gaps that may exist.”
salma@sph.com.sg

Constant struggle for
SPCA, Acres to help animals
HIDAYAH ISKANDAR

Animal welfare shelters such
as the Animal Concerns
Research and Education Society (Acres) and the Society for
the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals (SPCA) get many calls
daily for rescues and other matters.
But with limited funding
and resources, it is a constant
struggle for these shelters,
mostly run by volunteers, to
meet the needs of the animals.
SPCA’s four-man rescue
team oversees the welfare of
all domestic animals here.
With only one full-time vet,
SPCA often asks locum vets
such as Dr Haoting Chow, who
works at a private clinic
nearby, for help.

MOVED
SPCA moved to its current $7
million premises in Sungei Tengah Road, near Choa Chu
Kang, in 2016, after 32 years in
Mount Vernon Road.
Its clinic was updated in
October last year to treat community animals. The clinic
sees about 20 animals daily,
with vets performing more
than 80 procedures a month.
SPCA executive director
Jaipal Singh Gill said: “SPCA’s
Community Animal Clinic,
which serves needy animals, is
the only not-for-profit veterinary clinic in Singapore.

“We rely on the generosity
of the public to keep the clinic
running. Donations for the
treatment of community animals are much needed.”
Acres has about 20 employees, including one vet and
eight officers covering wildlife
rescues and animal care.
The wildlife shelter also
relies heavily on donations to
care for the animals it rescues.
Most of the illegal animals
that Acres rescues are rehabilitated and returned to their
country of origin.
Permit fees and airfare are
among the many expenses the
shelter has to worry about.
Acres deputy chief executive Kalai Vanan Balakrishnan
said: “We are the only organisation in Singapore that rescues
all wild animals regardless of
species. It takes a lot of
resources to keep our 24-hour
wildlife rescue service going.
“The rescue doesn’t stop at
just rescuing the animal. A lot
of work goes into the rehabilitation as well.”
There are now 170 animals
being cared for at the Acres
Wildlife Rescue Centre.
To donate to Acres, go to
www.acres.org.sg/donatenow/
To donate to SPCA e-mail
fundraising@spca.org.sg for
more information.
hidayahmi@sph.com.sg

Man released from reformative training admits to molesting teen in lift
ADELINE TAN

A man who had recently been
released from reformative training tailed a girl to her home
before molesting her in the lift.
On Thursday last week, Irfan
Ridhwan Irwan, 20, pleaded
guilty to one charge of molest
and other offences.
In July, while placed under a
community-based rehabilitation programme, Irfan saw the
victim, 18, from a distance.
The victim and her mother

had just alighted from a bus after
running errands.
As the victim was walking
slowly and using her mobile
phone, her mother walked back
first, leaving the victim on her
own.
Around the same time, Irfan
was crossing the overhead
bridge and saw the victim walking alone, said Deputy Public
Prosecutor Joshua Foo.
He decided to follow her
home to a block of flats in Jalan
Bukit Merah.

At the lift lobby, the victim
noticed that Irfan was standing
behind her, but she was not suspicious of him at the time.
He then stood behind her
when they were alone in the lift.
As the lift ascended, he suddenly hugged her from behind
and told her to keep quiet, before
molesting her.
She turned around and
pushed him away, telling him
not to touch her.
He tried to approach her
again, but she moved away.

When the doors opened, he
fled using the stairs.
The victim went home crying.
She told her parents what had
happened, and her father looked
for Irfan before calling the
police.
In her victim impact statement read out in court, she said
she kept thinking about the incident days after it had happened.
She added that she did not
dare go out on her own for two
weeks, and her father had to
fetch her home after work.

She now no longer takes the
lift alone with strangers.
The day before he molested
her, Irfan had also used a pair of
scissors to cut off the prison tag
attached to his ankle and threw
it into a dustbin.
He was instructed to report to
Lloyd Leas Community Supervision Centre two days later but
failed to do so.
He is expected to be sentenced on Nov 21.
tanpya@sph.com.sg

