
Jockey A’Isisuhairi Kasim completing his hat-trick of wins on Entertainer, who beat Ararat Lady in the penultimate race on Saturday. ST PHOTOS: SALWA SUANDI

SATURDAY’S SINGAPORE (LONG COURSE A 
AND POLYTRACK) RESULTS

Tan Thean Loon

In a  sudden lucky streak,  jockey 
A’Isisuhairi Kasim savoured a hat-
trick from his last three rides on 
Saturday for his  first  winners  of  
the new season.

His winners – Circuit Mission in 
Race 8, Sayonara in Race 9 and En-
tertainer in Race 10 – were for dif-
ferent trainers (James Peters, Ri-
cardo Le Grange and Donna Logan 
respectively).

His  three-peat  was  equalled  
when Danny Beasley snared a last-
stride win on Lim’s Bestbreaker in 
the final race. The Australian had 
won Race 4 on Snip and Race 7 on 
Lim’s Unique, both also trained by 
Daniel Meagher.

Beasley has shot to the top of the 
jockeys’  premiership  with  eight  
wins from 32 rides. He is one win 
ahead of Manoel Nunes, who did 
not ride because of a suspension.

Saturday  was  A’Isisuhairi’s  
fourth day of riding this year. His 
best from four earlier mounts was 
a fourth on Lim’s Spin. 

In the three other race days, he 
had an exasperating five seconds 
and a third from 18 rides.

“It was getting a little frustrating 
with so  many  seconds.  I  had  so  
many good rides, but I just could 
not get my first winner after a few 

weeks,” said A’Isisuhairi, who is af-
fectionately  known  as  Harry  at  
Kranji.

“You kind of feel a little bit down. 
But, when I won on Circuit Mis-
sion, it just brought back the confi-
dence. I was happy, it was a good 
day at the office.”

Circuit  Mission,  who  had  not  
won  since  his  hat-trick  in  May  
2019,  signalled  his  intentions  in  
the  $70,000  Class  3  event  over  
1,400m on the Long Course A with 
an impressive trial victory the pre-
vious week.

But  the  Ngo  Tai  Tak-owned  
seven-year-old  was  meeting  a  
strong field,  headed by last-start  
winner Red Ocean.

After a good jump, A’Isisuhairi se-
cured the box seat behind the $22 
second favourite  Ironchamp and 
Red Ocean, the $11 favourite.

Once  Circuit  Mission  hit  the  
front with 300m to go, A’Isisuhairi 
kept him going to  win by half  a  
length from the fast-closing Tangi-
ble in a quick 1min 21.44sec.

“The horse has been well  pre-
pared by James, so we knew he was 
going  to  run  a  good  race,”  said  
A’Isisuhairi.

“Of course, it was a strong field. 
But, in saying that, the horse had a 
nice trial and galloped well. 

“He was fully ready for the race, 
so to get the result, I was just happy 
for James,  and myself  to get  my 

first winner of the year.
“We knew there was going to be 

a hot tempo. I was just happy to get 
my  horse  travelling  nice  and  
steady. Top of the straight, I knew 
those two leaders would stop and 
my horse was still on the bridle. 

“As soon as I improved him and 
went past Red Ocean,  the horse 
just gave me a good turn of foot and 

won a nice race.”
Circuit Mission paid $63.
Sayonara’s triumph might just be 

in a $30,000 Class 5 event over  
1,800m, but  A’Isisuhairi  said the 
Shirtliff  Stable-owned  galloper  
was something special to him. Af-
ter all, he had done the hard yards 
and it has paid off. 

“There’s  a  story  behind  this,”  

said  the  Kelantan-born  rider.  “I  
told  Ricardo  the  horse  is  pretty  
sound, but he’s a bit into himself. 
He can pull during trackwork and 
just doesn’t do things right. He’s 
not an easy horse to get the best 
out of... I told Ricardo I didn’t mind 
coming to work on him. 

“So, for me to win three times on 
him now is a great reward, even 
though he’s a Class 5 horse.

“He means a lot to me, especially 
as I have been working on him, and 
to win for the owner and Ricardo, 
who has  been supporting  me,  is  
quite special.”

Sayonara was in the rear early af-
ter  jumping  from  the  second-
widest barrier (Gate 10).

But A’Isisuhairi managed to se-
cure the inside run and gradually 
made his way up to midfield.

Lemon Squash set a big lead, but 
Sayonara kept progressing and hit 
the front 400m out. From there, he 
kicked away to win by 21/4 lengths 
from last-start winner Super Atas 
in 1min 50.00sec. He paid $26.

With his confidence growing af-
ter winning two races in succes-
sion,  A’Isisuhairi  was  in  his  ele-
ment on Entertainer in the day’s 
main event – the $85,000 Class 2 
race over the Polytrack 1,100m.

He jumped well and hounded sta-
blemate  Makkem  Lad.  The  $10  
favourite Celavi was expected to 
vie for the lead but was in fourth 
spot. 

With the fast pace set – the first 
400m  in  23.87sec  –  many  ex-
pected  the  Logan  duo  to  tire.  
Makkem Lad did run out of steam, 
but not Entertainer. 

With only 50kg on his back, he 
kept going and staved off the fast-
finishing  Ararat  Lady  by  3/4  
lengths in 1min 04.39sec. 

It was his seventh success in 15 
starts for Fortuna NZ Racing Sta-
ble. He also paid a juicy $66.

“My horse jumped very well and 
I  never  wasted  my  time  to  get  
across and sit next to the stable-
mate,  Makkem  Lad,”  said  
A’Isisuhairi.

“My horse, with no weight, was 
on the bridle. I had a lot of horse un-
derneath. When I let him down, he 
really gave me a good turn of foot.

“I think, from the last 300m, I 
was quite positive I was going to 
win another race.”

A’Isisuhairi  will  miss  Wednes-
day’s meeting because of a careless 
riding suspension.
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Race 1  C5 D1 (LC) 1400m
5 ROYALTY  58 c 57 (24-7) TH Koh (5) 1 1 1 (606) -
9 CHARMING DIAMOND  56 (387-106) M Kellady (9) 4 4 2 (543) 0.5
2 PERFECT  59 (19-7) D Beasley (7) 7 8 3 (515) 1
3 WIND OF LIBERTY  59 (24-7) M Lerner (4) 6 6 4 (548) 0.5
8 PASIR PINJI  56.5 c 53.5 (152-41) F Yusoff* (3) 3 3 5 (420) 0.5
4 CONFLAGRANCE  58.5 (17-6) O Chavez (8) 8 5 6 (511) 0.75

12 NATE’S HONOUR  54.5 c 50.5 (91-26) M Akmazani* (10) 2 2 7 (465) 1.75
1 AMORE AMORE  59 c 57 (70-19) R Iskandar* (6) 5 7 8 (503) 1.5

11  MAGNIFICENT GOLD  55.5 (97-26) R Shafiq (11) 11 9 9 (500) 0.5
10  ANYWAY  55.5 (234-70) I Saifudin (1) 10 11 10 (550) 3.25
7 HUNTSMAN  56.5 (308-89) CC Wong (12) 12 12 11 (520) Shd
6 CLASSIC THIRTYSIX  57 c 56 (152-45) T See (2) 9 10 12 (479) 2.5

Winning stable: Warplan Racing. Trainer: J Ong. Time: 1min 23.22sec (Going: good). 
Forecast: $286. Tierce: $5454. Quartet: $7160 ($7332 carried forward). 
P forecast: $76 (5-9), $87 (9-2), $7 (5-2). Trio: $568. 
Course scratching: 13:Star Empire 

Race 2  Open Maiden (LC) 1400m
2 CHIVALRIC KNIGHT  58 (48-15) O Chavez (1) 1 1 1 (508) -
1 KWAZII  58 (25-7) R Shafiq (3) 4 5 2 (531) 0.75
3 LIM’S DREAMWALKER  58 (11-5.10) M Kellady (7) 6 4 3 (457) 0.5

10  SIR ELTON  58 c 57 (140-31) T See (6) 7 8 4 (489) 2
12  SUPER EXTREME  53.5 (122-25) M Ewe (11) 12 9 5 (466) 2.25
7 SUGAR RUSH  58 c 56 (119-30) R Iskandar* (12) 2 2 6 (488) 0.75
6 TAVI WILL DO  58 c 56 (152-44) N Zyrul (2) 8 6 7 (469) Nk
4 HEARTS OF GOLD  58 (141-42) CC Wong (4) 11 12 8 (489) 0.5
5 STARFORTUNE  58 (74-23) L Beuzelin (8) 9 7 9 (497) Shd
8 LIM’S HOPEFULLY  58 (32-13) D Beasley (5) 3 3 10 (460) 0.75
9 SILKARDO  58 (63-20) M Lerner (9) 10 10 11 (463) 5

11  LEGACY FIGHTER  58 (470-114) K A’Isisuhairi (10) 5 11 12 (493) 6

Winning stable: Chivalric Knight. Trainer: Desmond Koh. Time: 1min 23.37sec (good).
Forecast: $25. Tierce: $162. Quartet: $6870. P forecast: $10 (2-1), $5 (1-3), $15 (2-3). 
Trio: $33.

Race 3  C4 (LC) 1200m
1 KARISTO  58 (75-15) L Beuzelin (2) 9 6 1 (448) -
3 BRUTUS  57.5 (15-5.10) R Shafiq (11) 1 1 2 (473) Shd
4 WAR PRIDE  56.5 c 55.5 (60-14) T See (5) 5 2 3 (479) 0.5
8 HARRY DREAM  53 c 52 (13-8) S Shafrizal (1) 7 5 4 (506) Hd

10  DR KARDO  51 (69-17) K A’Isisuhairi (12) 2 3 5 (489) 1.25
11  ATLAS  50.5 (190-41) M Zaki (4) 10 10 6 (473) Hd
2 LIM’S PASSION  58 (25-8) D Beasley (3) 12 12 7 (485) 1
9 GOOD FIGHT  52 (110-26) CC Wong (10) 8 7 8 (497) Nk
7 MYSTERY POWER  53.5 c 50.5 (188-37) F Yusoff* (8) 11 11 9 (463) 0.5
5 BUURAQ  54 c 52 (193-32) T Krisna* (9) 6 8 10 (455) 1.75
6 MAGNIFIQUE  54 (603-104) I Saifudin (6) 3 4 11 (517) 2

12  ARION PASSION  50 c 48 (559-99) R Iskandar* (7) 4 9 12 (546) 5.75

Winning stable: China Horse Club. Trainer: M Clements. Time: 1min 09.64sec (good).
Forecast: $57. Tierce: $863. Quartet: $4924 ($3010 carried forward). 
P forecast: $19 (1-3), $10 (3-4), $28 (1-4). Trio: $97.

Race 4  C5 D1 1200m
4 SNIP  58.5 (32-10) D Beasley (6) 3 3 1 (492) -
7 RUNMINDERBINDERRUN  58 (83-24) R Shafiq (4) 6 6 2 (487) Ns
1 NATE’S CHAMPION  59 c 55 (22-7) M Akmazani* (2) 5 4 3 (503) Hd
8 DAVID’S SLING  57.5 (25-9) O Chavez (3) 8 7 4 (520) Nk
9 FAST AND FEARLESS  56.5 (113-22) M Lerner (8) 9 8 5 (473) 0.75
6 ROCKET RYANE  58 c 56 (23-6) N Zyrul (5) 4 5 6 (553) 1.25
3 GRANDPA MICK MAC  58.5 (140-45) M Ewe (1) 10 11 7 (538) 0.75

10  LOVING BABE  56.5 c 53.5 (63-20) F Yusoff* (11) 1 1 8 (532) 2
2 SUPER GENEROUS  59 c 58 (351-114) TH Koh (7) 7 9 9 (472) 0.5
5 TAKHI  58.5 c 55.5 (26-15) PH Seow* (10) 11 10 10 (505) 1

11  RED ROAR  56.5 (157-48) I Saifudin (9) 2 2 11 (478) 0.5

Winning owner and trainer: D Meagher. Time: 1min 11.67sec (good). Forecast: $78. 

Tierce: $648. Quartet: $6601. P forecast: $23 (4-7), $22 (7-1), $8 (4-1). Trio: $124. 

Race 5  C5 D2 (LC) 1400m
5 BLITZ POWER  56.5 c 55.5 (18-6) TH Koh (1) 9 9 1 (530) -
7 ATLANTEAN  55.5 (58-28) CC Wong (9) 6 4 2 (455) 0.5

11  HAPPY HEART  51 (253-86) M Zaki (4) 4 5 3 (464) 1.25
12  MINGS MAN  51 c 49.5 (41-13) N Zyrul (7) 5 7 4 (458) 2.25
10  RUNFINNRUN  51.5 (316-82) K A’Isisuhairi (2) 8 6 5 (469) 0.5
3 BRIGHT FUTURE  57.5 (366-109) M Lerner (3) 11 11 6 (540) Ns
4 FATE TO WIN  57 (54-17) O Chavez (11) 3 3 7 (446) Nk
2 HENG XING  59 c 58 (28-10) S Shafrizal (5) 10 10 8 (505) Ns
8 COMING FAST  53.5 c 51.5 (58-16) R Iskandar* (8) 1 2 9 (530) Hd
1 AWESOME CONQUEROR  59 (16-5.10) I Saifudin (6) 7 8 10 (517) 1.5
9 KAKADU  51.5 (166-52) S John (12) 12 12 11 (548) 0.75
6 STAR EFFECT  56.5 c 54.5 (139-40) T Krisna* (10) 2 1 12 (480) 1

Winning owner: Ong Koon Yew. Trainer: J Ong. Time: 1min 23.35sec (good). 
Forecast: $47. Tierce: $1297. Quartet: No winner ($5185 carried forward). 
P forecast: $20 (5-7), $144 (7-11), $66 (5-11). Trio: $388.

Race 6  C4 1100m
9 DOC HUDSON  52 c 52.5 (124-38) M Ewe (1) 6 3 1 (524) -
6 LIM’S KNIGHT  54 c 52 (67-21) T Krisna* (6) 2 2 2 (479) 0.75
2 OPUNAKE  56 c 55 (146-45) S Shafrizal (5) 1 1 3 (509) 0.75

7 LIM’S SPIN  53 (25-8) K A’Isisuhairi (9) 10 9 4 (503) Shd
5 AFTERMATH  54 (43-12) R Shafiq (8) 7 10 5 (473) 1.25
8 MIRACLE  53 (20-7) O Chavez (7) 3 4 6 (489) 0.75
3 PROOF PERFECT  55.5 c 52.5 (48-14) PH Seow* (3) 9 8 7 (521) Shd
4 VULCAN  54.5 (38-11) M Kellady (2) 8 7 8 (566) Ns

12  DIAMOND BEAUTY  50 c 49 (69-19) TH Koh (11) 11 11 9 (497) 0.75
1 RESOLUTION  58 (26-11) L Beuzelin (4) 5 5 10 (531) 2.5

10  ALWAYS INNOCENT  50.5 (110-39) M Zaki (10) 4 6 11 (528) 1.25

Winning owner: Sai Fong Wah. Trainer: David Kok. Time: 1min 04.94sec (good).
Forecast: $292. Tierce: $5176. Quartet: No winner ($19741 carried forward). 
P forecast: $84 (9-6), $120 (6-2), $98 (9-2). Trio: $1910. 
Course scratching: 11:Elliot Ness 

Race 7  C5 D2 1200m
6 LIM’S UNIQUE  56 (42-16) D Beasley (9) 4 4 1 (484) -
2 NORTHERN SUN  58.5 c 56.5 (47-13) R Iskandar* (1) 11 11 2 (506) 2
4 ONE WORLD  57 c 54 (64-14) PH Seow* (10) 9 10 3 (471) Ns
3 GOLDEN DASH  58 c 56 (25-11) T Krisna* (7) 2 2 4 (493) Hd
9 WEDNESDAY  53.5 (15-5.10) CC Wong (8) 3 3 5 (502) 0.5
1 CENTURION  59 c 58 (123-36) S Shafrizal (11) 8 8 6 (495) 2.25
5 GOOD CATCH  56 c 53 (170-43) F Yusoff* (3) 1 1 7 (483) 0.5
7 SUPER TALENT  56 (18-6) O Chavez (4) 6 5 8 (486) 0.5

10  MODERN EXPRESS  50 (614-147) N Zyrul (6) 5 6 9 (448) 0.5
8 ANPANMAN  54 (132-35) R Shafiq (5) 10 9 10 (573) 0.75

11  SPEED RACER  50 c 49 (137-35) TH Koh (2) 7 7 11 (521) 5.75

Winning stable: Lim’s. Trainer: D Meagher. Time: 1min 12.30sec (good). 
Forecast: $71. Tierce: $758. Quartet: $3169. 
P forecast: $17 (6-2), $32 (2-4), $23 (6-4). Trio: $175.

Race 8  C3 (LC) 1400m
6 CIRCUIT MISSION  54 (63-14) K A’Isisuhairi (8) 3 3 1 (487) -
9 TANGIBLE  54 (48-12) O Chavez (5) 7 9 2 (497) 0.5

10  STRONG N BEST  50 c 51.5 (63-18) S John (7) 6 6 3 (535) Ns
8 SAFEER  54 (328-67) L Beuzelin (4) 5 4 4 (507) 0.5
7 FIRST BOWL  54 c 53 (182-42) TH Koh (3) 8 7 5 (498) 2.25
5 IRONCHAMP  54.5 c 52.5 (22-8) T Krisna* (1) 1 1 6 (541) Nk
2 REAL SUCCESS  58 (30-6) D Beasley (9) 9 8 7 (541) 1.25
3 MINI FORCE X  55.5 c 53.5 (57-17) R Iskandar* (2) 4 5 8 (493) Hd
1 RED OCEAN  58.5 (11-6) M Kellady (10) 2 2 9 (526) 1.75
4 QUADCOPTER  55 (192-45) M Lerner (6) 10 10 10 (505) 1.5

Winning owner: Ngo Tai Tak. Trainer: J Peters. Time: 1min 21.44sec (good). 
Forecast: $148. Tierce: $1470. Quartet: No winner ($7627 carried forward). 
P forecast: $26 (6-9), $28 (9-10), $26 (6-10). Trio: $365.

Race 9  C5 (LC) 1800m
7 SAYONARA  54.5 (26-7) K A’Isisuhairi (10) 6 2 1 (456) -
2 SUPER ATAS  58.5 (49-19) R Shafiq (9) 4 4 2 (454) 2.25
1 LARRY  59 (35-13) M Lerner (2) 7 8 3 (524) 2
3 LEMON SQUASH  57.5 (75-20) L Beuzelin (7) 1 1 4 (487) 1

10  JUPITER DRAGON  50 c 49.5 (80-24) T Krisna* (1) 10 10 5 (482) Nk
6 DIAMOND MINE  54.5 (62-17) S John (3) 3 5 6 (482) Ns

11  BLACK TAIPAN  50 c 49 (203-44) N Zyrul (4) 9 7 7 (452) Hd
5 LAKSANA  55 (12-5.10) CC Wong (5) 11 9 8 (544) Nk
8 PISCA PISCA  54 (35-12) O Chavez (8) 5 6 9 (454) 1.25
4 GOLDEN TIGER  57 (198-53) I Saifudin (6) 2 3 10 (448) 3

12  STELLA POLARE  50 c 49 (536-123) TH Koh (11) 8 11 11 (452) 14.5

Winning stable: Shirtliff. Trainer: R Le Grange. Time: 1min 50.00sec (good). 
Forecast: $70. Tierce:  $586. Quartet: $5047. P forecast: $29 (7-2), $15 (2-1), $18 
(7-1). Trio: $78. Course scratching: 9:Joyful Aspiration 

Race 10  C2 1100m
6 ENTERTAINER  50 (66-19) K A’Isisuhairi (6) 2 1 1 (502) -
8 ARARAT LADY  50 (25-6) CC Wong (7) 5 5 2 (519) 0.75
5 DARC BOUNTY  50.5 c 49 (55-13) N Zyrul (4) 6 6 3 (466) 0.5
3 LIM’S DREAM  56.5 (21-7) D Beasley (8) 7 7 4 (507) 0.5
4 ZAC KASA  52.5 (179-46) M Zaki (3) 3 3 5 (496) 4
1 MAKKEM LAD  59 c 56 (37-9) F Yusoff* (1) 1 2 6 (444) Shd
2 CELAVI  57 (10-5.10) L Beuzelin (2) 4 4 7 (508) 2.5
7 LIM’S MAGIC  50 c 49 (378-83) TH Koh (5) 8 8 8 (486) 0.75

Winning stable: Fortuna NZ Racing. Trainer: D Logan. Time: 1min 04.39sec (good).
Forecast: $57. Tierce: $813. Quartet: $3637. P forecast: $9 (6-8), $23 (8-5), $16 (6-5). 
Trio: $165.

Race 11  C4 (LC) 1400m
5 LIM’S BESTBREAKER  55 (17-7) D Beasley (7) 11 8 1 (525) -
4 IRON RULER  56 (48-13) M Lerner (9) 2 2 2 (506) Shd
9 LAST SAMURAI  54 c 52 (40-10) T Krisna* (1) 1 1 3 (527) 2.25
7 SPEEDY MISSILE  54.5 (25-9) CC Wong (4) 9 10 4 (473) 1

10  PRODIGAL  53 c 52 (25-10) S Shafrizal (8) 4 4 5 (518) Shd
12  GENTLEMEN AGREEMENT  50.5 c 51.5 (59-15) S John (11) 8 6 6 (535) Hd
14  SOUND THE SIREN  50 c 49 (213-53) TH Koh (2) 6 7 7 (511) 1.25
11  THE SHADOW  52 c 49.5 (41-15) PH Seow* (5) 7 9 8 (526) 0.75
3 AXEL  56 c 53 (264-65) F Yusoff* (6) 12 11 9 (490) 1.75
8 WILD BEE  54.5 c 52.5 (143-36) R Iskandar* (3) 13 12 10 (478) 0.75
1 SUPER DYNASTY  59 (221-59) M Ewe (13) 3 3 11 (544) 0.5
6 COSMIC SANDS  54.5 (559-128) R Shafiq (10) 5 5 12 (515) 1.5

13  SUMMER WIND  50.5 (400-88) M Zaki (12) 10 13 13 (521) 11.5

Winning stable: Lim’s. Trainer: D Meagher. Time: 1min 22.59sec (good). 
Forecast: $25. Tierce: $395. Quartet: $1757. 
P forecast: $11 (5-4), $27 (4-9), $21 (5-9). Trio: $91. Course scratching: 2:Boomba 

His three-peat are his first winners this year; 
Beasley snares last race to share top honours

Mauritian jockey 
Karis Teetan 
jubilating on 
the Danny 
Shum-trained 
unbeaten 
Romantic Warrior 
in yesterday’s 
Hong Kong 
Classic Mile, the 
first leg of the 
Four-Year-Old 
Classic Series.
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LUCKY
HARRY 
IN A BIG 
HURRY

Hail Romantic Warrior 
Romantic  Warrior  has  repaid  
trainer Danny Shum’s eye for tal-
ent and owner Peter Lau’s faith 
with a brilliant win under Karis 
Teetan  in  the  HK$12  million  
(S$2.08 million) Hong Kong Clas-
sic Mile over 1,600m at Sha Tin 
yesterday.

The  Hong  Kong  International  
Sale graduate has added further 
lustre to his imposing record of 
five victories from five starts.

A son of Acclamation sourced 
for the club by former Irish cham-
pion jockey Michael Kinane from 
the 2019 Tattersalls Sale, Roman-
tic Warrior was bought by Lau for 
HK$4.8 million last June. 

Success yesterday against qual-
ity opponents took the gelding’s 
earnings to HK$10.4 million.

Teetan capitalised fully on bar-
rier one to sit just off the speed, be-
fore angling out to overtake Cali-
fornia Spangle, who was brave in 
attempting to lead virtually all of 
the way from Gate 13. 

Romantic Warrior won by half a 
length in 1min 33.80sec.

The Irishman was an encourag-
ing third, 13/4 lengths away. Turin 
Redsun swept home late in eye-
catching fashion for fourth.

“This horse is very easy to con-
trol and he’s got a big heart. When 

he hits the front, he likes to win. 
He’s not a big horse but he’s good 
enough.  He’s  happy  and  he’s  
healthy,  so  he  performs  very  
well,” said Shum.

Subject to discussions with Lau, 
he will target the second leg of the 
Four-Year-Old  Classic  Series  –  
the  HK$12  million  Hong  Kong  
Classic Cup over 1,800m on Feb 
27. 

Teetan had inherited the ride 
from Joao Moreira, who opted for 
Master Delight, who finished 11th.

“He’s a lovely horse. He’s actu-
ally a really nice horse. He had the 
draw and I think it helped him,” 
said the Mauritian.

“I just wanted to follow Califor-
nia Spangle and I knew he would 
take me into the race. But, when 
this horse got the clear run, he re-
ally let down and I think he’s got a 
very bright future.

“Man, the last 100 metres, when 
he got a clear run, he gave me a re-
ally good feel.”

Romantic  Warrior  has  pro-
gressed  through  the  rankings  
with stunning efficiency since de-
buting on Oct 20, winning twice 
at  Happy  Valley  before  adding  
three successive victories at Sha 
Tin.

Two races earlier, trainer Cas-

par Fownes was contemplating a 
tilt at the Group 1 Citi Hong Kong 
Gold Cup over 2,000m with Ze-
browski  next  month,  after  his  
five-year-old  toughed  it  out  to  
claim the Group 3 Centenary Vase 
Handicap  over  1,800m  with  
Matthew Poon astride.

“He’s stepping up to every task 
and sometimes you have to throw 
them in the deep end a little bit, 
out of their comfort zone rating-
wise,” said Fownes.

“If he ran in a Gold Cup, he cer-
tainly wouldn’t be disgraced. He’d 
still be a first-four chance in my 
opinion, because he’s such a good 
stayer. Most importantly, we will 
see how he pulls up because he’s a 
‘jointy’ horse; he has his issues.”

Placed in the 2020 Group 1 Aus-
tralian  Derby  over  2,400m  at  
Randwick Racecourse in Sydney, 
Zebrowski has made a swift accli-
matisation to Hong Kong.

He is now a two-time Group 3 
winner from only eight starts, af-
ter  claiming  the  January  Cup  
Handicap over 1,800m at Happy 
Valley earlier this month.

The Citi Hong Kong Gold Cup 
forms a Group 1 double-header on 
Feb 20, along with the Queen’s Sil-
ver Jubilee Cup over 1,400m. 
HKJC

THREE-FINGER SALUTE

It was getting a little 
frustrating with so 
many seconds... But, 
when I won on Circuit 
Mission, it just 
brought back the 
confidence. I was 
happy, it was a good 
day at the office. 

’’A’ISISUHAIRI KASIM, jockey, on his 
hat-trick with Circuit Mission, 
Sayonara and Entertainer (left).
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